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Meadowbrook, A Private Community

by Irwin Rapoprt
F ™MEsS

fod resicdents and  noted

ore than 30 Wesl
environmenialists gathered at Sheraton Park in
Montreal West last Wednesday at 8:30 am in
response o the {:uj"ml'.'Lll' ”;l} hn'iilj_f held at the
Meadowhrook Golf Club, a meeting they fear is the lrst
step lowards developing the Lachine {(City of Monireal)
half of the 40-hectare public golf course into bousing,

The 5th hole at meadowbrook Golf Course

idential development of Meadowbrook and sre lobly-
e for the purchase ol the green space as a regional
park.

"We have so bhighe Hreen Bretds and natural BEMCEE fed
on the island that 'we have o conserve what we have
left,” said David Fletcher, the vice president of Lthe
Green Coalition, "Meadowbrook is the only available
large green space in the West knd that is basically
untouched by development and while used as a goll
course, has a thrniving eco-system thal is home to many
plant and animals species that are declining elsewhere
on the istand.”

Avrom Shtern, a spokesperson for Les Amis de
Meadowhrook, savs that the Aglomoration Couneil
has to i:url'ham' the fand.

"Given the fact that all 40 hectares were pur-
I'Ilui‘il"ll r“l' H:% Hli"i“”., Ih!" CHITEnt OwWners 'l'HII_IlI] g

e ina position to complain about an expropriation
lor the price that they paid to Fairmont." he said.
"The bar has been sel and we need the political
witl and leadership from all political sides to'come
Lo mutual beneficial decision 1o conserve the fand
i perpelity.”

Canada {RACY and: the Federation of Canadian

Municipalities (FCM}issued @ research report enti-

ted Proximity Guidelines and Best Practices in

February 2006, which states:

* The recommended punimum. vibration influence
area is 75 meters from a railway cortidor or rail-
way yard.

» Development review of residential or other sensi-
tive land uses proposed within these influence
areas should inelude noise and vibration studies
to assess the suitability of the proposed use and
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Fairmont Hotels and Resonts 1o Meadowbrook Groupe
Yacific Ine. for 83 million, despite the land being eval-
ualed at appoxomately $10 midlion.

to recommend miligalion requirements.

* For a rail freight vard, there is a 300-meter sethack
tor residential uses (and} for mainline, a 30-meter
minimum sethack fram the property line.

Other recommendations inelude a three-meter mini-
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Shtern noted: that the . Railwiy - Association of

g West End residents lo speak up for Meadowbrook's
preservition and o lobby local and City of Montreal
officials. the provineigl government. the federal gov-
ernment amd the two major railway companies 1o-have
the RAC and FOCM récommendations become: faw: and
that all parties work together to Tund the purchase ol
the golf course as a regional park;

"This is the pride and jov of the West End, including
NG where | live" he said, "We need evervbody to
get involved., We must protect our remaining green

space, Steps are being laken 1o preserve Angell Woods
i Beaconshield. We must do our part in the West End

with Meadowbrook ™




Several months ago the golf club was sold by
Fairmont Hotels and Resorts to Meadowbrook Groupe
Pacific Inc. for 83 million, despite the land being eval-
uated at appoxomately $10 million.

Recently a sign was placed at the golf course that
_ -says "Meadowbrook, a private community”. As well,
‘what appears to be a newly painted sales office is being
;made ready. _
- The golf course was closed for the day and golfers

arnving to p!ay a round, were turmed away by a Securi-
ty guard. -

While no ap&enhas were gw&u at the ga!he.nng, it was
an opportanity for members of Les Amis. dg
Meadowbrook, the Green’ Coahtmﬂ and area

= UAN i Feeld RUeClEfle Yalbel, biesde 15 o JAURIRHCGDEE Ssiiies b
for residential uses {and} for mainline, a 30-meter
- minimum sethack from the property line.

Other recommendations include a three-meter mini-
mum height acoustical fence and a 2.5-meter earth
berm, as well as fcmndatiﬂn isnlatiun for I‘ﬁﬁiﬂﬂﬂﬂ&l
structures.

"(ziven the fact that there are two rail yards adjmnt'
to Meadowbrook, one being Sortin and the other, St.
Lue,” he said, "and should these recommendations be
enacted in Quﬂbﬂc then development would be impos-
sible-on the site,” ;
Al Hayak, the pre;mdent nf the Green Coalition, is urg-
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residents to express their concems and to f
begmpmpamnumfurnrﬂnewndhatthtﬂ i
save the green space that'serves as a buffer
zone belween an. mdusl:na!lzed section of
: Lar.:hmu. niginline railway tracks and. yarda
ent aldmlmaiﬂ atﬂute Smnt;l.uc and

The guif course is 31::1:! l:w:lm:cn E.S L and
Lachine. C.8.L.’s section is zoned for golf and
commercial/recreational, while Lachine s half
is zoned residential, with an emphasis towards
high-density units. Should Lachine allow
development on its half, the only access for the
residents would be by Cote Saint Lue Hoad
and the possibility of forcing Montreal West to
allow an access road to built through Toe Blake
Park. While in Lachine technically, the resi-
dents would have no direct aceess to Lachine
itself unless a bridge was built across the rail-
way tracks towards Highway 20.

- The proposed area for d-welnpmem 1% stir-
- rounded on all three sides by railway tracks.
- Both €.5.L. and Montreal West oppose any res-
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